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OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY LANGUAGE TEACHER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.06 pm]: I would like 
to inform the house that on Wednesday, 4 August, I had the pleasure of presenting the Outstanding Community 
Language Teacher of the Year Award 2021. The award, now in its third year, celebrates excellence in teaching by 
community language teachers, and recognises their commitment to helping young students learn skills that broaden 
their horizons and will last them a lifetime. This year’s award was won by Ms Anja Reid of the Goethe Society WA 
for her dedication to the school and teaching of the German language, as well as her outstanding skills in motivating 
and encouraging her students to learn. 

This year, 11 strong nominations were received for the award from community language schools that teach 
German, Greek, Mandarin, Polish, Russian, Sinhalese, Tamil and Vietnamese. Each school was entitled to nominate 
one teacher. The award presentation was hosted by Community Languages Western Australia, formerly the 
Ethnic Schools Association of WA, in partnership with the Office of Multicultural Interests, and was held at the 
new Western Australian Museum Boola Bardip. I was honoured to host the award presentation with Mr Enzo Sirna, 
AM, president of Community Languages WA. 

It is well known that the McGowan government recognises the importance of supporting language learning and 
maintenance in Western Australia. In 2021, close to $700 000 in funding has been provided to community language 
schools through the community languages program, administered by the Office of Multicultural Interests. This 
funding was provided to 46 community language schools to assist their teachers and administrators provide quality 
language teaching to thousands of students. 
The importance of language learning and maintenance cannot be overestimated. Language abilities increase career 
opportunities, facilitate links with the rest of the world and increase intercultural understanding. I am sure members 
of the house will join me in commending teachers of community language schools, most of whom are volunteers, 
for their commitment to maintaining and extending Western Australia’s linguistic diversity. 
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